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flows, where they dismissed the charioteer, giving
him many tender messages to their friends in the
royal city.

They now began the life of the forest hermit
and did not seek to relieve themselves of any of its
hardships. Dressed in their coats of bark, they made
their way to the bank of the river, where they happened
to find a boat, which they entered. They crossed
the broad stream and plunged into the depths of
the dark forest, walking always in single file with
Sita in the middle.

A little later they came to another stream, which
they crossed on a raft made by themselves of the
trunks of saplings, and, choosing a pleasant spot on
the side of a wooded hill, they built a humble cottage
of wood and thatched it with leaves. Here they
settled down to the hermit's life, living on the game
in which the forest abounded and the fruits which
grew in great profusion near their dwelling.

Meanwhile in far-away Ayodhya events of great
importance were taking place. The exile of Rama
preyed so much upon the mind of the old king that
he died and his son Bharata was called to the throne.
Now this great-hearted prince had been absent from
home for a long time, and when he returned he
was filled with grief and wrath at the banishment of
Rama, and he bitterly reproached his mother for her
cruel jealousy. He refused to become king, and,
after burying his father with careful attention to all
the necessary rites and due observance of historic
customs, he made preparations for a journey to the